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Manic Countd~~~

As the days grow shorter here in the lovely hills of
WestMass the foliage burns, an octillion short fuses. Our
National Security State, meanwhile, burns fuses of its
own in dreadful synchronicity with those of our gentle
hills. By the time the trees are bare Baghdad will be in
flames and Iraq will be bleaker than a grove of oaks
against a December sky. In pursuit of a predictable but
pyrrhic victory, our autumnal empire wanes toward
winter with the abandon of a grasshopper swarm riding
~
an arctic airmass over plains of
corn, wheat, and rye.
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BushWh.acking
By David Caputo

Reality at Last
Amidst the fury and turmoil on the local and international scene in the last month The Weekly News has
made a quantum leap forward. We now have and office
and official 501c3 non-profit status. Serious, full-time,
7 day a week reality has home to the paper.
The implications of this change in our modus
operandi are many. Anyone who now wants to help out
or write articles for The Weekly News can now just come
to the office and use our facilities. After nearly two years
of basements, backrooms, and the floor at Kinkos, this
represents a serious improvement in accessibility. We
are now publishing on a bi-weekly schedule, but if an
organized cluster of new volunteers adds its strength to
the paper, a weekly paper is a possibility. And not a
moment too soon.
The fires of war and injustice burn hotter every day.
Peruvian p9licemen in riot gear beating mothers rallying
for bread in Lima .. Neo- nazi's marching in Dresden. The
new Nicaraguan government putting Puerto Cabezas
under curfew after food-riots. Burma monks told they
face the death penalty unless they cooperate with the
army. Syrian troops, knowing the US dare not speak
against them lest the facade of US-Arab unity against
Iraq be shattered, stormed Beirut, forcing Gen. Aoun into
the French Embassy and killing all of his supporters they
could find. All of this against a domestic backdrop of the
Bush Civil-Rights Bill veto and the US Air Force's banal
'discussions of "carpet bombing" Baghdad.

But these are cyberhoppers, a technoplague of
biblical proportions. Elite interests within the US state
require the extermination of Arab people. A fascinating
conflict within this elite is evident: the sector of the
empire that regards oil as a strategic trump card diverges
from that sector which holds Israel's regime sacrosanct.
Without a Cold War to repress its desires our state is
forced to annihilate Arabs in order to resolve the conflict
.of interest between control of oil and complicity with
Israel. Since WWII a weird tension has persisted in
US ian policy circles: a stormy marriage between rabidly
anti-semitic wardogs like Nixon, Buchanan, et al, and
"supporters" of Israel like Kissinger and the New York
Times. The breakdown of this marriage is upon us; to
keep the relationship alive thousands of Arabs will suffer
hideous deaths. It is not so much a "imperialist-Zionist" .~
conspiracy as it is the complete material, ideological and ·g
moral bankruptcy of the US ian state. continued on page 5
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BushWhacking
(continued from page 1)

We have no time to waste. The Weeki y News is part
of the UMass/5-College Desktop Publishing Task Force.
The power of electronic publishing and communiCations
is something that MUST be harnessed if local and global
holocaust is to be prevented. Anyone who works on the
paper receives free training on and access to state of the
art desktop publishing equipment. We are currently ·
sharing an office with Radical Solutions, a new desktop
publishing firm in Amherst Center, and have access to
their Macintosh Hex, LaserWriter, and scanner. Each
issue since #12 has been produced on this system. For
more information or to get involved with the paper, call
(413) 253-9966 between 10am-10pm Monday thru
Thursday, 10-8 on Friday, 12-8 on Saturday, or 12-10
Sunday. The Weekly News is available to all non-profit
groups to publicize events and-communicate with the
community. Take advantage of our new office to drop
stuf~ off or send it to the paper's mailing address.
There'~ obviously plenty to write about. It is very
important to pay close attention to what is going on in the
world right now because the body count could get very
high very fast. I seethe with fury each time I think of the
calculated maneuver that got us into the current US/Iraq
confrontation. .
Peace was breaking out all over Europe. US troops,
never popular on the continent, were becoming an increasingly obvious waste of money. Soviet troops were
going home and the US was faced with a pullout of its
own and a significant downsizing of its overseas forces.
Alexander Cockburn, in the October 8 edition of The
Nation, explored the documentary record of US encouragement of an Iraqi attack.

Grand Openin8

LOCAL COLOQ0
Arts and

Cra~

Gallery

featurif18 the latest work from
Valley area artists

Paintin8s. Jewelery. Prin~. Clothes.
Pottery. Wood, Glass. Metal
Located in the Carriage &hop!>
'233 North Pleasant 0treet
Amherst Center
549-7373

In early September the Iraqis released their
English translation of a July 25 session between
Saddam and the US Ambassador to Baghdad,
April Glaspie. The State Department hasn't de- ·
nounced it as a fake. It's not so much a conversation
as a robust monologue by the Beast, mustering
coherent arguments against Kuwait and stating his
. intention to do something to alter the distressing
situation .. ..
Saddam returned again and again to the price of
oil, at one pint saying that $25 a barrel is "not a high
price," to which Glaspie remarked , "We have many
Americans who would like to see the price go·
above $25 because they come from oil producing .
states." Then she stated that the US had "l)o ·
opinion on the Arab-Arab conflicts, like your border
dispute with Kuwait" and that "James Baker has
directed our official spokesman to emphasize this."
The following day The Washington Post carried
a report on the gulf crisis by Patrick Tyler in which
he reported that "some [White House, State Dept.
and D.O.D] officials asserted yesterday that an
Iraqi attack on Kuwait would not draw a US military
response, but that the US would join in condemning such a move and would work diplomatically to
force Iraq's withdrawal."
Five days later, after a weekend in which Kuwait
refused to give ground on oil prices, Assistant
Secretary of State John Kelly testified before the
House Middle East subcommittee and was ·asked
directly by Representative Lee Hamilton, "If thereif Iraq, for example, charged across the border into
Kuwait and-for whatever reason-what would be
our position with regard to the use of US forces?"
Kelly responded that this was a hypothetical
question.
Hamilton: " ... is it correct to say, however, that
we do not have a treaty commitment which would
obligate us to engage US forces there?"
Kelly: "That is correct."
A report of this exchange went out on the BBC
World Service and was no doubt reviewed with
pleasure by $addam, who was about thirty hours
from invading.

Cockburn goes on to say that he rejects the conspiracy
theory that the·us wanted Iraq to invade Kuwait in order
to crush Saddam in favor of the idea that the US wanted
Iraq to pressure Kuwait into raising oil prices but Saddam
overplayed his hand, sparking a US reaction.
I also reject the notion that the motivation for setting
SaddamHussein up was thatthey wanted to getridofhim
specifically. He is a brutal tyrant of their favorite model.
He has served US state interests well over the l~st decade,
(continued on next page)
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BushW.hacking
(continued from previous page)

attacking Iran and keeping their revolutionary designs
limited, purchasing huge amounts of military hardware
from pro-US suppliers, and testing [US supplied?] biological•and chemical extermination methods during his
massacre of the Kurds. In so doing, he has developed an
international reputation as a bloodthirsty bastard, perfect
for his new role.
I believe that the US set him up for a much grander
reason. The "peace" dividend, was cutting heavily into
budgets and programs at the Pentagon. The "trickledown effect" [more like a flood] would have sharply
curtailed earnings at the nation's biggest defense contractors. This is much more important than personalities,
human rights, Kuwait's sovereignty [a tradition dating
back to 1961], international law, or other such distracting considerations. The drug war program for using the
troops in South America had many problems with it, not
the least of which is that many people are wise to the
CIA/military involvement with smuggling the drugs
themselves. The spin-doctors on the National Security
Council couldn't have put together a better villain-_whomust-be-stopped if they had written it as fiction.
So we stare down the barrel of a loaded gun,
lavishly funding the bullets while we hope it doesn't go
off in our face. The people are opposed to war, but that
is not enough. Korea was unpopular, so was VietNam,
but the US still managed to wreak tremendous havoc;
slaughtering millions and creating full scale ecological
catastropy. War must be made impossible. The life you
save may be your own. ~
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€
•
•
•
•

Fast Component Level Repair
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253-9955
Loaners available

, .. i~························'
.

'

Seven O's
TAVERN
AMHERST ROAD (RT. 116)
SUNDERLAND, MA
OPEN NOON -1 AM- 7 DAYS A WEEK

- FUN AND FRIENDLY· - 2 POOL TABLES - .
-PINBALLThe new owners of Seven O's
invite you to enjoy!

Watch for our schedule of
. LIVE BAND Entertainment

The Weekly News extends a special invitation to all cartoonists, illustrators, and black .& white photographers. Send stuff to the paper and we will
give you free advertising space to promote your art. Call (413) 253-9966

November 1, 1990

The Weekly. News

Page 5

(continuedfrompage I)

• ASIAN A.RTIFACTS & ARTFUL CLOTHING
21 MAIN STREET, NORTHAMPTON
(NEXT TO FITZWILLY'S)

Sweater·Sale
HANDKNIT SWEATERS
FROM SOUTH AMERICA

I Cotton and Wool I
1 for $49.00
2 for $45.00/each
3 for $42.00/each
OPEN FRI & SAT TIL MIDNIGHT

(413) 586-2485

This wretched outcome could
have been predicted by the history of
this continent. From the Massachusetts Bay Colony's massacres of Indians to the slavers' land-grab war
with Mexico; from the USian takeover of the Spanish empire to the
counterinsurgency cauldrons _o f
Vietnam, Indonesia, and the Philippines; the history of the US has been
one of expansion and extermination
coupled with a surreal attitude of
moral superiority. The US has traded
the Springfield rifle for the M-1 tank,
and the small-pox infected blanket
for new and improved anthrax strainS,
but the name of the gall).e stays the
same, however unrespectable it is to
mention it in public.
.
So, inDixonian (Jean) style let's
say mid-November is DDay. That's
when the CIA's reports are due and
that's when the climat~ in Kuwait
. gets nicer. US buildup will be complete too. And let's say some "terrorism" will occur here at home. That
should shore up public opinion and

split the radical left from the
progressives. And if the psy-ops fail
to brainwash the USian public, biological agents such as the influenza
strains developed in the 80's will be
deployed against us. They have numerous contingency plans, and one
can see the propaganda foundation
as it's constructed, with all the recent
talk about the threat of Sadaam's
terrorists and biological weapons.
Probably as this goes to press the
CIA .will have begun to introduce
livestock-borne agents like anthrax
into Iraq, to make the food embargo
work and to justify the billions in
research into biological agents
they've conducted over the last 40
years. Welcome to the gay nineties.
On the other hand sarcasm is out
of place. With crisis comes opportunity, as they say . .While the prospect of
continuous genocide in our names
makes me sick, it can't happen forever.
Changes are coming that wi# make
Eastern Europe's reimperialization
seem like theatrics. ~

·~ ·

Photo: George Davis
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Letters to the Editorial Collective
Dear Ralph,
Your political analyses are essentially good. My
one word of advice would be" restraint". Sometimes in writing, less is more. Your stream of
consciousness style generates many gems. But it
would be more powerful if you edited; try going
back over a column and tighten it up a bit.
Also, drop the indications of personal distress.
(or minimize them) Anyone with a conscience is
overwhelmed today. Somehow we must generate
hope despite the crimes of Empire . Your gift at
penetrating the veneer of legitimacy that the system spawns is a rare one. As a seer, you confront
the terrible anguish of the writer; but remember,
most of yo~:~r readers are hot as far along politically.
By making your insights as clear and accessible as
possible, you help save the youth of America.
Don't only appeal to the converted.
One last thing . Try balancing IE:lftist critiques
with good clean fun. We'd better dance too cuz our
task will continue unabated for many moons.

Dear Weekly News,
I enjoyed Ralph Reed's righteous rant on the
war economy in WN#14.
Also I missed any mention in Mike Levine's ·
review of Kirkpatricks Sales critique of Earth Day,
of the attempt to disrupt the cooperate love-.in: the
·Wall Street action of 4/23/90. This event brought
together an impressive range of nonviolent ecocideopponents within an anarchistic perspective. I've
got a few handbooks left if anybody wants one.
Congrats on the beautiful magazine!!!
Victor Manfredi

Dear Faithful Reader,
Thank you for your comments and Insight.
Getting women writers who are able to write for
the paper every issue is a constant challenge,
and I am forever recruiting. We have never fully
recovered from the loss of B.J. Cummings who
was our rainforest issues person for the first
eight issues. I strongly urge, beseech even, all
interested women to submit articles or other·
wise participate in the paper. Women's contributions have been responsible for some of the
best articles we've ever published. Unfortu·
nately for the paper and our reading audience,
it has most often been in the form of guest star
instead of staff writer. Women are also encouraged to submit artwork, comix; B/W photographs, and the like. The main problem that I
find with the baddest women is that they are so
involved in whatever revolutionary activity that
they are working on that they don't have any
more time to get involved with something else.
If there are any kick-ass writers out t_here with
even 2 hours a week to spare, give us a call.
(413) 253-9966. I hope this little exchange will
flush out some sparkling undiscovered talent.
Watch the upcoming issues for more details.

A Faithful Reader

.

'

Dear David,
A few thoughts generated by your recent
issue ... Constructively relayed.
Your piece "Bushwhacking: Bring Back the Sun"
was well done. I especially enjoyed it in that you not
only critiqued the atrocious state of US energy
policy but offered possible solutions . With so much
distressing news, it's vital we continue to hope for
better days. And sharing resources helps bolster
such hope.
The cartoons are excellent .... more!
More women writers would be nice. Perhaps
you could run a short piece encouraging women's
essays. With all the ferment in the women's
community, its important your readership gets to
hear from them . ( And avoiding the 'white-male'
label is nice too. ) Also writers of color would be
great.
All the best
A Faithful Reader

David Caputo
P.S. Give us· a call yourself, we should talk
more.

Custom Picture Framer
for the Valley
DO-IT- YOURSELF ON SATURDAYS

I'

Hours: Monday-Friday 9:30-5:30
Saturday 'TI15:00 .
AMPLE FREE PARKING

I

437A~~~~~reet

I

256--0949

·I

--. , - ~

November 1, 1990

The Weekly News

Page7

I Think That I Shall Never See. • •
On the Ramparts at Redwood Summer
By Thomas Anderson

I

li

Redwood Summer was heralded
as the environmental equivate~lt of
the Mississippi Summer civil rights
mobilization of 1964. Its intention,
according to organizers, was to stop
the destruction of the few remaining
areas of ancient, old growth Redwood
trees in California. It was expressly
anti-greed and pro-nature. It drew
hundreds of activists from across the
U.S. as well as from other countries.
Its metaphorical implications were
clear-we certainly could not expect
to save the world's vast tropical rainforests if we could not stop the destruction of our own small remaining
old-growth forests. Its practical implications were also · clear-once
clear-cut, these ancient eco-systems
will never return, short of a few
thousand years of complete, handsoff solitude. Perhaps it is this vision
that is embodied in the Earth First!
bumper sticker, "Nature bats last."
Four Valley residents, all local
Greenpeace Action canvassers and
activists for peace and a saner, cleaner
world, traveled to Redwood Summer
for much of August. Their crosscountry trip which began in June included insightful visits to the Hopi
Nation's tormented and dwindling
reservation in Arizona, and to the
Rocky Flats Munitions Facility in
Boulder Colorado. At Rocky Flats
they were attested while demonstrating against the facility, which processes plutonium for nuclear weapons and has been poisoning the environment and people since it opened
years ago. Even the government can't

decide if it should remain open or
should be closed (it was recently
closed, then reopened), but with
enough plutonium dust accumulated
in its ventilation system to annihilate
the United States and then some, the
whole operation is one big radioactive accident waiting to happen. Jen
Diggins, Mark Gradijan, Marcie Jo
Oppenheimer and Brendan Whelton
arrived at Redwood Summer in early
August. Here they talk about their
experiences and observations.

'1lll'ilg 1he 'Samoa' action,
there was one group who

occupied a (Redwood) grove
and held o11 the loggers lor
several days by puttilg
putrescile (an otlensively
110 smelilu ChenicaO 111

loggilg equ'ment
"The organizers (of Redwood
Summer) were hoping to raise
awareness of the issue," said Marcie
Jo. Brendan added "and to slow
down the logging until the _ballot
initiative in November." (see related
story on Big Green). While awareness was raised all across the United
States, they agreed that it was most
important to reach Californians, given
their opportunity to vote on the fate
of the Redwoods this November.

CAROL CRANE - LEE NELSON - COREY OLENDER

"It did slow down the logging to
a minimal extent," Brendan claimed.
"During the .'Samoa' action, there
was one group who occupied a (Redwood) grove and held off the loggers
for several days by putting putrescine
(an offensively foul smelling chemical) on logging equipment. While
they were doing tests on their equipment to figure out what had happened, there was apparently a legal
ruling to stop the logging from that
forest," said Jen, and the loggers did
not return, or at least not during August.
Participants in the Summer's
activities included people from all
walks of life. Hippies, Deadheads,
and Rainbow People shared food and
tents with more conventionally-oriented students, famil~es, professors,
and activists. "There were two scientists from Australia," said Jen,
"because in Australia lumber companies are doing the same thing to the
Fir trees as they're doing to the Redwood trees here, and they are planning a similar type of summer happening. They were here to help out
and learn." Canada and Germany
were also represented.
. They encountered considerable
resentment from the communities,
who believed they didn't understand
the issues. "Some of them misunderstood us and thought we only wanted
to take away their jobs; they felt
threatened." explained Mark. There
were "good people, too," said Marcie
Jo. "Some of them actually came to
(continued on next page)
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base camp, and had dinner with us and ~alked with us.
in and doing it on their own, after the Redwood Summer
Most of the people did feel threatened." Mark said that
was over. "It could have been a lot more effective if there
some loggers "were in support of what we were doing, ' had simply been a band of four or five people that could
and we were told that actually most of the people who
work all summer and not get caught," claimed Brendan.
worked there were supportive,, that there was really just
"They could have done a lot more good. But (Redwood
a minority of assholes."
Summer) seemed to be kind of aPR thing for Earth First!
"The locals came out one night, about a half hour
to try to make it non-violent, to try to become more
after the bars closed," said Brendan. "One truck drove
acceptable to the public. That's how it seemed to me."
through camp, and the camp's night lookouts noticed
Thus far two of the groups arrested on trespassing
about severi or eight pickup trucks parked on a ridge
charges have been acquitted. They have successfully
above camp. There had been incidents of gunshots over
used the "necessity defense" (commission of a small
the camp a couple of days before, so we figured 'well this
crime is necessary to prevent a larger crime). The timber
is it, they're comin' for us,' eight pickup trucks full of industry has been found to actually be violating certain
rednecks. The lookouts ran through the camp, woke
California standards in their timber cutting methods, but
everyone up, and we heardtwo shotgun blasts nearby,
while the activists are being acquitted based on this, the
pretty damn close, so people were a li~tle nervous."
timber companies are not being punished. The ultimate
Marcie Jo added, "We didn'tknow for sure that they
success of Redwood S_ummer, then, seems to hinge on
were loggers. They could have been locals, mill workers,
the outcome of the Forests Forever ballot initiative, and
things like that. Their intention was definitely to scare
on the extent to which it made people aware and active in
us, get us out of there."
the movement to protect this special, unique part of
The group participated in "backwoods actions."
Mother Earth.
Marcie Jo described how they occupied a grove, "where
"People keep comparing it to Mississippi Summer.
we built road blockades at night, and stayed low during
Nothing happens overnight." concluded J en. "You fight
the day. Then we went into another grove, 34 of us; for something, and you do all you can, but it takes a
where we hugged a tree. The tree was about 800 years
number of years for the actual effect to show. The only
old, and it took about 14 or 15 people to hug it. We also
problem is that these are trees, and they are being cut, and
confronted the loggers. It was a very emotional situation.
within the next five years there's not going to be any
They came at us with bulldozers. They were trying to
more for them to cut. The loggers are going to lose their
block us into a little area so the sheriffs could then come
jobs anyway. Being able to say 'we told you so' won't
cart us away. When the sheriffs arrived, we all dispersed.
matter. The trees will all be gone." ~
Some people escaped into the woods, but the rest of us
were arrested. The loggers were more abusive than the
sheriffs. They were grabbing people, running after us,
WHOLESALE/ RETAIL
saying rude things."
FRAGRANCE PARTIES
Was Redwood Summer a success? "We'll find out
when the initiative passes." said Marcie Jo. "It could
have been more successful," added Mark. "We could've
FRAGRANCES OF AZHA!i
slowed them down a lot more by actually destroying
IMPORTED OILS- EGYPT, MOROCCO, TUNISIA
property and harming their equipment, but we couldn't
MASSAGE OIL, INCENSE, BANGLES, BOOKS
do' that in this situation because there were a hundred
people in base camp, and to destroy equipment would
# 2 CARRIAGE SHOPS
NA'IMAH MUHAMMAD
AMHERST, MA 01002
have meant there would be angry loggers attacking those
MULAZIMUDDIN S. RASOOL
(413) 549-0676
people. There were people who were talking about going
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Phish Rocks·UMass
Check out
the long awaited
new album
from

Lawn Boy
Tons of Great New Songs
like

Bathtub Gin
and

Split Open & Melt
at Record Stores Everywhere
Call up and bug your local radio
station, it's about time they woke up

By: Iculus the Prophet
As one of the final stops on my
annual Phish tour, the S.U.B. show
was the best. Beginning with arousing
new tune, BuQ.ed, the band played a
very energetic first set. They pulled
out a number of new tunes, including
my personal favorite, The Landlady . .
Also included were great versions of
Divided Sky, Wilson, and the classic
combination, The Oh Kee Pah
Ceremony>Suzie Greenberg.
The energy of band and crowd
alike was incredible. Jon Fishman,
the drummer, had DiS new "Captain
Zero" outfit on, a spandex bodysuit
replete with cowl and stockings. As
usual, Mike (The bassist) and
Paige(The pianist) had to stand on
opposite sides of the stage(If they got
too close, their clothing would have
reached critical mass and exploded).
The crowd's energy as the . band
brought the first set to a close with the
eminently danceable David Bowie
was nearly tangible.
During set break, I watched the
crowdfrommyfrontrow-centerstage
vantage point and laughed at all the
people in the same condition as myself, sweating their faces off and
freaking their brains out.

After a half-hour break, the band
returned for a second set. The opener
was The Squirming Coil, a psychedelic rocker from their new album,
Lawn Boy. It was closely followed
by more psychedelia and rock-Uncle
Ebeneezer, Destiny Unbound (Mike
Gordon's best new song), and the
ever-popular Fee. An insane country
bumpkin tune with a,scorching guitar lead was up next (The name slips
my mind at the moment), and segued
nicely into their Simon & Garfunkelreminiscent Bouncing Round The
Room.
They closed the set with the
rock jam, Oh! Possum, and came
back after two or three minutes to
encore with The Asse Festival and
Golgi, a song written by guitarist
Trey Anastasio in the eighth grade.
After the show, the crowd
cleared out rapidly and quietly, leaving behind minimal trash, a welcome
change for this long-time deadhead
and concert-cleanup volunteer. I find
it truly refreshing to have found a
music scene where (For the most
part), the fans are courteous, attentive , and polite. ~

If all goes well, Phish will play at John M. Green Hall, Noho, next February
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D.P. DOUGH·
DEIJVERS
CAIZONES
Q: What are Calzones? A: Pizza Turnovers!

LCHEESE
(Mozzarella and ricotta cheese)
2. "VEGIE"
(broccoli, mushrooms, mozzarella, and ricotta)
3. SAUSAGE
(sausage and mozzarella)

4. "RONI"
(pepperoni, mozzarella, and ricotta)
5. "OH! ZONE"
(steak and cheese)
6. "SPINNER"
(spinach, mozzarella, ricotta and garlic)
7. "SOUTHERN CALZONE"
(hamburg and cheese with Mexican seasoning)
8. "HAMZONE" (Pig Out!)
(bacon, ham, and mozzarella cheese)
9. "CHIKEN PARME-ZONE"
(breaded chicken with mozzarella ln.d parmesan cheese)
10. "COMBO"
(pepperoni, sausage, peppers, mushrooms, and mozzarella)

11. "EGGPLANT"
((breaded eggplant, garlic, and mozzarella)
12. "MEATY"
(meatballs, onions and mozzarella)

bne Calzone. delivered .............................. ................................ .$3.81
Two Calzones delivered ... ...... ................................................... .$7.20
Each Additional Calzone ............ ....... .. ......... .......... ................... $3.60
(.05 Mass Sales Tax)
DOUGH HOTLINE: 256-1616
DELIVERY HOURS:
M-F 4:00-2:00 A.M.
SAT. 11:30-2:00 A.M.
SUN. 11:30-1:00 A.M.

Help out The Weekly News. If you shop
with our advertisers, tell them you saw it
here. It really does count!

l
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Mary Wanna Change the Law
Homeboy- Just Wants to be NORML
By Benn Vernadakis and Michael D. Johnson
Our drug problems does not lie within the recreational use of marijuana among mostly middle class
people. The real problem is found within our cities where
cocaine and crack run rampant. The streets are run by
powerful drug pushers who make thousands of dollars
every day supplying these severely addictive drugs to a
market that is ever-present. Since this type of drug
trafficking is such a lucrative business there is much
competition amongst deafers which often leads to violence. How many times have you heard news stories
involving coke or crack related murders? Quite often I
find myself trying to think of a violent incident involving
pot distribution, and find myself failing. Now tell me,
where do you thin)< the heart of our drug problem is?
. Now, I'm sure you're wondering how the legalization of marijuana could help this situation. Well here ,
is the solution. If pot were legal.there would be no reason
to spend 5 billion dollars per year to prevent its use. This
mqney could be spent on the education of the under
privileged city children who are the most susceptible to

·For Sale: Sound System
•

JVC RX 400 Receiver 80w/ch
Hitachi DA3 000 CD Player
Hitachi DX6 Auto Reverse Tape Deck
Hitachi HT Quartz Locked Turntable
w/ Stanton Studio Cartridge
4 ReaHstic Mach 1 speakers w/ 15' bass drivers

.................................

----------------------------------

§l¥ ... :.1 ........ ( A
.:. 9.

!! ~ ~ ~

0

~!!

0.

$1100 complete system or will part out
all components 100% electrical
· · and mechanically sound
minor cosmetics on speakers
Call Tim at 256-1982 after 5
for details and audition

drug addiction. The 10-15 billion dollars in taxreve.nues
could boost inner city law enforcement, especially in
school areas where drug use flourishes. The war on drugs
·could now be fueled by more money than it has now and
could focus on the prohibition of drugs that are truly
harmful to our society. In a 1988 New York Times
article, columnist Peter Kerr stated that legalization
would save the government billions from the costs oflaw
enforcement, court expenses and priso11: costs. At the
sametime·it could reap much_more in tax revenue that
could be applied to rehabilitation and education programs.
This is a sensible approach. It would concentrate
on the real problem of drug abuse. With properregulations
and laws combined with excise taxes, it is very possib~e
to keep marijuana use to an acceptable level while at the
same time encouraging users to be responsible with their
actions when using this drug. I propose strong government regulation, as with alcohol. There should be an age
limit for purchasing and distributors, much like liquor
stores are licensed to sell alcohol. The legalization of
marijuana will provide a safer alternative for those using
alcohol and other legal drugs. Hard drugs must be
eliminated; money for increased law enforcement would
be funded by tax revenues since it is obviously not going
to appear from any other source.
In modern American society drugs play an intricate role. Many of these drugs are legal and dominantly
used such as caffeine, nicotine, and alcohol. Also popular
and illegal are many of the hard drugs, heroin etc ... , and
for the most part I believe they should be illegal with one
exception, marijuana. I feel that this drug is unjustly
classified and should have the same acceptance as alcohol
·
does.
Drugs have a great range of effects depending on
the drug type and the user. Some drugs can be beneficial
with medical and psychological applications in appropriate doses. These same drugs can be equally harmful
if misused. Drug . abuse is a serious problem in our
society but I believe that the legalization and regulation
of marijuana could help rather than hinder this disease of
drug abuse .
Before continuing with this argument I would like
to discuss some popular misconceptions about the health
hazards of marijuana. There is no conclusive evidence
supporting health arguments against pot such as brain
damage, birth defects or other psychological effects
commonly depicted in anti marijuana commercials. In
the mid-70s the Nixon administration spent millions of
dollars on marljuana research which produced no concrete
evidence supporting these claims that marijuana is hazardous to your health.
An editorial in a popular pro-legalization maga(continued on nextpa~e)
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No Taxation Without Legalization
• (continued from previous page)

zinecalledHighTimessaidthisabout
government studies on pot; " Since
our .lungs are intended for inhaling
~r, smoking any substance presents
a potential health hazard, however ,
thishazardisgreatlyincreasedbythe
chemicals used in the growing and
curing of commercial tobacco. Although the link between smoking
cigarettes and cancer is well established, there is no such evidence in
·regard to cannabis. Periedically, the
governmentallowsfora "new" study,
but this research is highly biased.
For example, researchers are never
given access to top quality sinsimillia
flowers, which is what most users
smoke. Instead, they use government grown hemp leaves. Since these
leaves undoubtedly contain a higher
concentration of tar than the flowers
these studies have little basis in reality. Lastly, it is easy to consume
cannabis without smoking it. It is
readily cooked, being fat soluble, and
. consequently consumed orally with
the same .effects".
·
The fact that tobacco and alcoholaremorefamiliardoesnotmean
that they are safer than pot. Each
year, 490,000 alCohol and cigarette
deaths occur. Whether its a car accident or lung cancer, the number of
related causalities is astounding! y
high . . On the other hand, as Rick
Weiss of Science News magazine,
quoted in a 1988 article: " While
marijuana has not killed anyone in
5000 years, alcohol abuse has taken
its toll of thousands".
Doesn't it seem a little funny
that our governmentcan regulate a
· physically addictive drug such as
alcohol and nicotine and not a much
less harmful one such as marijuana.
But then again we are talking about
our·government.
Government is quick to point
out and emphasize any negative
points about marijuana, but when a
beneficial use for it is proven, the
government makes it difficult for such
benefits to be put into use. For example, marijuana is one of the best

known cures for nausea. In the cas~
of a chemotherapy patient, this drug
could ease the extremely uncomfortable side effects of this kind of
treatment. Pot is also helpful in reducing neurological complications
inherent to multiple sclerosis,
paraplegia and parkinson's disease.
Put yourself in their position, to attain
a reasonable level of comfort these
people must go outside the law and
become criminals in the eyes of our
government. RickWeissinhisarticle
·also mentioned the potential of
marijuanain thetreatmentofasthma,
anxiety and eating disorders, but with
the existing prohibition of this drug,
potentially beneficial research is severely restricted.
As well as disregarding the
health benefits of marijuana, government fails to recognize the economic potential of its regulation and
legal distribution. Right now, we
spend five billion dollars and that's
without dealing with other more
harmful drugs such as cocaine, crack
and heroin. If pot were regulated it
could generate between 10 and 15
billion dollars in annual tax revenues.
I believe this is the inherent
problem with what our government
calls a successful " War on Drugs ."
Since this campaign began, it has had
an impact on marijuana use, by making it rpore expensive, while at the
same time cocaine and crack have
become significantly cheaper in the
last decade. While marijuana use has
not noticeably risen in the last 20
years, cocaine and crack use is
sweepingihroughourcitiesclaiming
more and more victims as if it were a
plague. But with the Zero Tolerance
stance of our government, the recreational pot smoker, not the cra,.ck
dealer, becomes the 'target of the "
War on Drugs."
Are pot smokers the root of
· our drug epidemic? Does this approach seem fitting?

" Homey don11hink sol "

Considering the state of our
economy, there is no guarantee that
this approach would be completely
successful, but with sensible application of tax revenues there is no
doubt that our present situation will
improve. I encourage you all to further investigate this subject. Think
about both approaches. Do you feel
that our present approach to the drug
· problemiseffective? Ifnotpleasedo
something to help the cause ofmarijuan a legalization.
Contact
N.O.R.M.L., the National Organization for the Reform of Marijuana
Laws. Those interested can get the
address from me at any time.
Thanks!!!

N.O.R.M.L.
2001 SSt., NW, Suite 640
Washington, D.C. 20009
(202) 483-5500

....
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27 South Pleasant St.
Amherst, Mass.
( 413). 253-5432
Mon-Sat 9:30am-6:00pm
(Thursday evening til 8)
Sunday 12 noon - 5:00pm
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High Tension Wires in Outer Space
ARCO At~ospheric Experiment Uncovered
By Joel Carlinsky
A while back I received a
letter from someone jn Italy who told
me of a patent issued to a man named
Eastlund for an electrical method of
weather control. Having an interest
in any new technology which· might
screw up the environment, I went to
some trouble to obtain the patent
number and sent off a check for $1.50
to the patent office. A few weeks
later I got in the mail a copy of US
patent# 4,686,605, issued to Bernard
Eastlund of Spring, Texas in August,
1987. It scared the hell out of me.
The phone company in Texas
gave me Mr. Eastlund's number,
(713) 376-0955, ana I called him and
a~ked a few questions. Be was
friendly but would not talk. He has
sold the patent to Arco, and his contract with them forbids giving out
any information not in the patent. He
also would not answer questions
about his other work-, what he has
published in scientific journals, or
any background by which I might
guess his type of research or inventions. ·'
The patent describes in 12
pages, including 3 of drawings, a
plan -· I almos( ~aid plot - to use
some isolated natural gas wells in
Alaska w hi~h Arco owns, to produce
electricity there in Alaska and beam
it up by microwave to the ionosphere
· where it would ionize and excite that
charged layer of the upper atmosphere
into a state that would conduct electricity.. A receiver could tune in anywhere on earth and draw power.
Sounds like science fiction? Major
oil companies don't invest in things
~nless some high-priced scientific
talent says it will fly.
The scary part is, the high
priced talent is all physicists and engineers; no biologists, ecologists,
meteorologists, or medical experts.
Such a continuous electromagnetic
pulse in the upper atmosphere would
be the equivalent of living under a
high-tension power line 24 hours a

day for every living thing on earth.
And in the last few years a lot of
evidence has surfaced tha~ electrical
fields from power line~, and even
household wiring and equipment, can
cause cancer, leukemia, birth defects,
and countless other health problems.
Two books, Cross-Currents by
Robert Becker, and Currents ofDeath
by Paul Brouder, dooument very
clearly the damage done to living
tissue by the electromagnetic technology we accept so casually. \
The patent speaks in glowing,
technophiliac terms of the wondrous
./

Such a continuous electro- ·
magnetic pulse in the upper
atmosphere would be the
equivalent of living under a
high-tension power line 24
hours a day for every living
thing on earth.
possible applications of ionization of
the upper atmosphere: of the military
uses to jam communications and
knock down incoming missiles, of
weather control, of controlling the
chemical composition of the atmosphere to fill in the ozone hole at the
South Pole, even of suppling space
stations by directing clouds of finepulverized materials up to them by
manipulation of charges.
.
When I asked Mr. Eastlund
about possible biological side-effects
and environmental impact studies,
he grew resistant and went into a set
speech about how you can't do anything nowadays without a lot of interference from the bureaucrats and
do-gooders. When I asked if the
device had been tested, if any experiments had been done or were planned,
he refused to talk.
.
It would cost a lot of money to
build such a device, but Arco has a lot
of money. Naturally, the question
arises of what profit would they make

out of broadcast power if anyone
could tap it? For a company with
enough money for lobbying, how~
ever, legislation in this country is for
sale, and a licensing system similar
to that used by British television
would insure a profit.
The world made a disastrous
mistake 100 years ago in hitching it's
economy to alternating current. The
incredible dimensions of the disast~r
are only now bec;oming known. Is
another, wo,rse disaster in the making
along the lines of U.S. Patent
#4,686,605? I strongly suggest reading the books I mentioned above.
Then send· for the patent. Then let
Arco know what you think about it.
And if you want more information of would like to contribute
time, money, or expertise to an Atmospheric Emergency Task Force to
combat this and similar problems not
being addressed by the mainstream
environmental movement, please
contact me.
Joel Carlinsky
c/o The Weekly News
Suite 222
PO Box6000
Amherst, MA 01002
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Blaming the Monster for ihe Nightmare
Sa<;tdam Hussein and the Cold War
By Jay Allain
Turbulent social periods produce w'idespread feelings of unreality, anomie, and stress among people.
The quest for a more just society,
Which has always been a difficult
path, becomes inc;reasingly at risk in
such eras. Historically as economies
decline a whole range of barbaric
acts have been spawned ranging from
Naziism in the Germany.ofthe '30's
tb increased assaults on minorities·in
this country. Higher unemployment
rates have been linked to alcoholism,
domestic violence and suicide. The
U.S. economy has grown addicted to
high military budgets to maintain itself. But it is unclear how businessand indeed a society(!) which has
been so constructed as opposing another, the Soviet Union, can stabilize
itself when "the other" becomes
friend. For the military industrial
complex, if Saddam Hussein didn't
exist, he would have to be invented.
Like ' Goldstein ' in George Orwell's
novel Nineteen Eighty-four, he embodies all evil; he is the anti-christ to
our state religion. We n.e ed him. Our
collective hatred of him allows us to

feel righteous and deny our national
decline. Only with Saddam can we
again exult: "God is on our side."
The Cold War has indeed been
an economic and ideological fixture
of American life since it was created
in 1945, onlyafewmonthsafterU.S.
and Soviet troops embraced on the
Elba River. Both psychologically
and financially, its costs have been
staggering. It provided the rationale
for the McCarthy Era and the Vietnam War, eras which stamped dissent as Un~American. And as astronomer Carl Sagan has pointed out,
the money we have spent on armaments since 1945 is equivalent to
everything in this country except the
land. While we desperately need the
domestic version of a Five Year Plan
to create jobs in the civilian sector
and stop the inexorable drift into a
two-tiered economy, instead we get
the ongoing spectacle of Bush blaming Saddam for everything. History
is rewritten as the lackey media neglects to recall that Hu.ssein was our
ally until only recently; that he received we~pons from the West;

256-1509 - 401 Main St.

that' our way oflife' has much to do
with greed and exploitation and little
to do with exporting democracy.
Obscured beneath Realpolitik
and economic displacement is the
mammoth psychospiritual clash taking place in our time. At stake is

For the military
industrial complex, if
Saddam Hussein
didn't exist, he would
have to be invented.
nothing less than humankind's definition of what it means to be human.
Erich Fromm has distilled the central
question from Orwell's novel as reflecting this battleground. For
Fromm, that question is: " Can human nature be changed in such a way
that man will not forget his loriging
for freedom, for dignity, for love "
that is to say, can man forget that he
is human?"
Schools, despite their facade
of detachment and objectivity, are
not remote from society. Education
itself, increasingly dependent on
military-industrialexpectations for a
skilled and malleable workforce, often helps the·student prepare for our
brave new era. Economic insecurity
is the device used to compel students
to toe the line. The astute social
critic, Noam Chomsky, poses a stark
challenge for higher education. He
writes, " The university will be able
to make its contribution to a free
society only to the extent that it overcomes the temptation to conform
unthinkingly to the prevailing ideology and the existing patterns of power
and privilege."
Although we all share uncertainty about our future, both individually and as a nation, we can help
determine the future. In the battle for
hearts and minds, we must learn never
to be ashamed of either.
~
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Palestine for Beginners
By Lisa Hajjar and Joel Beinin
After World War I, the League
of Nations (controlled by the leading
colonial powers of the time, Britain
and France) carved up the territories
of the defeated Ottoman Empire. The
territory now made up of Israel, the
WestBank, the Gaza Strip; and Jordan was granted to Great Britain as a
Mandate (a quasi-colonial form of
administration). In 1922, Britain
established the emirate of
Transjordan (east of the Jordan
River), still part of its mandate but
administratively
distinct from Pal. I
estme.
·
When Britain assumed control
of Palestine, over 90 percent of its
population was Arab. A small indigenous Jewish population had lived
there for generations, and a newer,
politicized community linked to the
Zionist movement had begun to immigrate to Palestine in the 1880's.
During World War I, Britain
had made promises to Arab leaders
for an independent Arab state that
would include Palestine (the HussainMcMahan correspondence), and to
the Zionists for the establishment of
a Jewish national home in Palestine
(the Balfour Declaration). These
commitments conflicted with each
other as well as with Britain's intent
to retain control over Palestine.
European Jewish immigration
increased dramatically after Hitler's
rise to power in 1933, with consequences for land purchases and
settlements. Palestinian resistance
to British control and Zionist settle-·
ment culminated with the Arab Revolt of 1936-39, which was suppressed by the British army with the
help of Zionist militias and the complicity of the Arab regimes.
Following World War II,
Britain relinquished its mandate over
Palestine and the United Nations
decided · that the only means of resolving the escalating conflict between Jews and Arabs was to partition the land into two states. British
evacuation and the UN partition pre-

cipitated the first Arab-Israeli war in ate need for a Jewish homeland as a
1948-1949 and the· proclamation of haven from European anti-Semitism.
Palestine is a small territorythe state of Israel on May 15, 1948.
As a result of the war, historic approximately 10,000 square miles,
Palestine was divided into three parts: about the size of Maryland. The
the new Jewish state occupied 77 competing claims are not reconcilpercent of the territory of Palestine; able if one or the other party exerJordan occupied and annexed the cises complete control over the ter"west bank" of the Jordan River and ritory.
Partition of the land has thereEast Jerusalem; and Egypt took
fore
been
one proposal for resolving
"temporary" control of the area surrounding Gaza City. The Palestinian the issue. Although few Palestinians
Arab state provided for in the parti- accept the justice of the Zionist claim
in principle, many now accept the
tion plan was never established .
existence of Israel. But they insist
that an independent Palestinian state
Zionism
be created alongside. Likewise, many
Israelis
feel that Israel must relinZionism is a modem political
quish
control
over the Palestinian
movement based on the proposition
that Jews all over the world constitute territory occupied in 1967-the West
one nationality, and that a Jewish Bank and Gaza.
state should serve as the expression
of Jewish national self-determination. The June 1967 War
Zionism gained adherents among
In June 1967 Israel decisively
Jews and support from Western puband
quickly
defeated the Egyptian,
lic opinion as a consequence of the
Syrian
and
Jordanian
armies. By the
murderous anti-Semitic pogroms of
end
of
the
war,
Israel
had captured
Eastern Europe and the Nazi holothe
remainder
of
historic
Palestine,
caust. Not all Jews are Zionists,
as
well
as
the
Sinai
Peninsula
from
although today Zionism in one form
Height~
the
Egyptians
and
the
Golan
or another is embraced by a large
majority of Jews. Jewish religious from the Syrians. The newly capattachment to Jerusalem and parts of tured parts of Palestine had come to
Palestine (traditionally referred to as be referred to as the West Bank and
Bretz Israel, or the Land of Israel) the Gaza Strip after 1948, and siQ.ce
prompted the Zionist movement to 1967 have commonly been referred
choose Palestine as the site for their to as the occupied territories:
Politically, the war established
state-building project.
Israel as the_ regional military power.
The Arab defeat discredited the Arab
regimes, especially radical Arab naThe Land
tionalism represented by Egypt's'
President
Nasir and the Ba 'th Parties
The ongoing dispute in the
of
Syria
and
Iraq.
Middle East between Jews and Arabs
On the other hand, the Palesis not a religious conflict. The dispute between Israel and the Palestin- tinian national movement, which had
ians is essentially over land. For the been relatively quiescent in the postPalestinians, this is their historic 1948 period, emerged as a major
homeland, where they have lived for political factor after 1967 in the form
centuries. The Zionists base their of the political and guerilla groups
claim to Palestine on the Biblical that make up the Palestine Liberapromise to Abraham and his descen- tion Organization (PLO).
dants (Genesis 17:8 ), on the desper(continued on next page)
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Palestine for Beginners
(continued from previous page)

The Occupied Territories
Prior to 1948, neither the West
Bank nor the Gaza Strip had constituted a separate geographical unit.
Their distinctness developed as a
result of the partition of Palestine
that led to the creation of a Jewish
state.
Since the 1967 War Israel has
continued to occupy the West Bank
and the Gaza Strip. Israel withdrew
from the Sinai during 1979-1982, as
required by its peace treaty with
Egypt, but annexed the Golan Heights
in 1981.
In violation of internationallaw,
Israel has confiscated over 52 percent
of the West Bank and 30 percent of
th.e Gaza Strip for military use of
settlement by Jewish civilians.

Jerusalem
According to the UN partition
plan, Jerusalem and its immediate
environs were to become an international zone, independent of both the
proposed Jewish state and the Palestinian Arab state.
In the 1948-49 War, Israel took
control of the western part of Jerusalem,, while Jordan held the eastern
part, including the old walled city

containing important Jewish, Muslim and Christian religious sites. The
1949 armistice line cut the city in
two. In June 1967 Israel captured
East Jerusalem and immediately annexed it. Israel reaffirmed its annexation of East Jerusalem in 1981.
Israel regards Jerusalem as its
capital and rejects any negotiations
over its political future. Arabs consider East Jerusalem part of Palestinian occupied territory and regard its
future as an essential component of
any negotiated settlement.

Palestinians
The term today refers to the
Arabs both Christian and Muslim,
who have lived in Palestine for centuries. The creation oflsrael entailed
the destruction of Palestinian Arab
society, dispersing hundreds of thousands of Palestinians to lives of exile.
Today about 40 percent of all Palestinians, around two million, remain
within historic Palestine under Israeli control: approximately 645,000
in Israel, 938,00 in the West Bank
(including East Jerusalem), and
525,000 in the Gaza Strip.
The largest Palestinian diaspora

community, approximately 1.3 million, is in Jordan. Lebap.on, Syria
and Kuwait also have large Palestinian populations. Jordan is the only
Arab state to have granted the Palestinians citizenship. Palestinians living in the Arab states generally do
not have.political parity with the citizens of those states or enjoy national
recognition . .
Many thousands still live in
refugee camps and slums, under Israeli, Jordanian or Syrian control, or
in Lebanon; others have become
economically successful. Palestinians now have the highest per capita
rate of university graduates in the
Arab world. Their diaspora experience has contributed to a high level
of politicization among Palestinians,
from the camps to the universities.
Despite this high level of
politicization, Israel refuses to undertake negotiations with legitimate
Palestinian representatives, insisting
instead on negotiating with Jordan
and other Arab states.
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Palestine for Beginners
(continued from previous page)

Palestine Liberation
Organization
The PLO was established in
1964 by the Arab League in an effort
to control Palestinians and their political ambitions. The Arab defeat in
the 1967 war enabled the Palestinians to take over the PLO and gain
some independence from the Arab
regimes.
The PLO is an umbrella organization that includes different political and guerrilla organizations with
varying ideological orientations.
Yasir Arafat heads Fatah, the largest
group, and has been PLO chairman
since 1968. The other major PLO
, groups are the Popular Front for the
Liberation of Palestine (PFLP), the
Democratic Front for the Liberation
of Palestine (DFLP) and, in the occupied territories; the Palestine Communist Party (PCP). Despite continuing rifts between the groups, the
overwhelming majority of Palestinl.ans regard the PLO as their sole _
legitimate representative.

Resolution 242

weight of Palestinians on the" inside framework for resolution of the
"has grown, especially since the Middle East crisis-i.e., the Palestin·
1987-88 uprising, Palestinian unity ian question.
This latter agreement proposed
around this key point has correspondingly increased. But the PLO to grant autonomy to the Palestinia_ns
leadership continues to insjst that it in the West Bank and the Gaza Stnp,
will recognize Israel only if Israel to install a local administration for a
recognizes the Palestinian right to five-year interim period, and to~ec~de
self-determination, including an in- the ultimate status of the temtones
dependent Palestinian state in the after that period.
Only the Egyptian-Israeli part
occupied territories.
of the Camp David agreement was
implemented. The Palestinians
The October 1973 War ever
and other Arab states rejected the
After coming coming to power autonomy concept as contrary to selfin late 1970, President Anwar Sadat determination and Israel immediate! y
of Egypt indicated to the US that he sabotaged negotiations by continuwas willing to negotiate with Israel ing· to confiscate Palestinian lands
to resolve the conflict in exchange and build new settlements.
for Egyptian territory lost in 1976.
. As a result of Camp David,
When these overtures were ignored Egypt became estranged from the
by Washington and Tel Aviv, Egypt other Arab nations, andonlyrecently
and Syria Launched a coordinator has Cairo begun 'to reintegrate.
attack in October 1973 ·against Israel Egypt's separate peace enabled Isforces· occupying the Sinai and the rael to invade Lebanon in 1982 withGolan Heights. The crisis prompted out fear of Egyptian intervention.
American political · intervention,
along with sharply increased military
aid to Israel. US Secretary of State the Uprising
Henry Kissinger shuttle diplomacy and Future Prospects
brought about limited disengagement
agreements in the Sinai and Golan.
With their 1987-88 uprising,
But by late 1975 these efforts had Palestinians in the occupied territoexhausted their potential, and no ries have transformed the situation in
comprehensive settlement was in which political directives come from
sight.
.
the Palestinian leadership in exile. A
Due to stalled efforts to con- new leadership has emerged, aligned
vene a Geneva conference to which with the PLO but comprising a new
all parties to the dispute would be generation from inside.
invited, Sadat decided in late 1977
The ability of the Palestinians
that Egypt should break the status . to sustain a state of insurrection has
quo by dealing separately with Israel challenged the stalemate of Israeli
under US auspices. His visit to occupation. Palestinians are dete~
Jerusalem on November 19, 1977 mined to continue their efforts untll
began what carrie to be known as the ·they achieve a political breakthrough.
"Camp David process."

After the conclusion of the 1967
war, the UN Security Council adopted
Resolution 242 which calls for Israeli withdrawal from the territories
seized in the war and the right of all
states in the area to peaceful existence
within secure and recognized
boundaries.
The Palestinian problem with
Resolution 242 is that there is no
declaration of the Palestinian right to
self-determination or of their right to
return. The only reference to the
Palestinians is the call for "a just
settlement of the refugee problem."
Because it calls for the recognition of
"every state in the area," this would Camp David
entail unilateral Palestinian recogniIn September 1978 President
tion of Israel without a reciprocal Jimmy Carter invited Sadat and Isrecognition of Palestinian national raeli Prime Minister Menachem Berights.
gin to the Camp David presidential
Today the leadership of the PLO retreat. They worked out two agreeis clearly prepared to recognize ments: a framework for peace beIsrael's right to exist. As the political tween Egypt and Israel; and a general
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The Origins of AIDS
By John Rappoport
Despite the magnitude of the
threat, the scientific establishment
has yet to identify the deadly virus'
origins.
Recently, a shocking front -page
story appeared in the Times of London stating that smallpox vaccination programs administered by the
World Health Organization may have
triggered the AIDS epidemic. The
report was based on information from
a consultant hired by WHO to study
the possible correlation between
AIDS and vaccinations in the Third
World. He concluded that the two
were linked.
According to Robert Matthews,
the Times' technical correspondent,
"This consultants credentials cannot
be dismissed."
· · This astonishing news has not
yet been reported by the American
media. Representatives of AP, UPI
and Reuters in New York and
Washington say they have no
knowledge of the story being transmitted on the .wires.
The Times article claims that
the smallpox vaccine theory would
account for the order of magnitude
for AIDS outbreaks in African states,
"why Bnizil became the most afflictedLatiri American country," and
"how Haiti became the route for the
spread of AIDS to the U.S."
The article notes that around
100 million smallpox vaccinations
were given in Central African states,

including 37 million in Zaire, 19
million in Zambia and 15 million in
Tanzania. "I thought it was just a
coincidence ... ," the advisor to the
WHO told the Times. "Now I believe the smallpox vaccine theory is
the explanation to the explosion of
AIDS."

The Green African
MOn key Th eory
The smallpox revelation comes
as the
American medical
community'sAIDSresearchprogram
finds itself coming under increasing
attack. Some scientists are questioning wether the famed HIV virus
is really the cause of the fatal di~ease
ofwetheritissimpleincidental. Other
theories on the di~ease, such as the
Swine Fever connection; have been
largely ignored.
What is sure is that no one is
sure about AIDS' origins. When ·
asked, the Surgeon Generals' office
in Washington referred me to the
National Cancer Institute. NCI told.
me that the matter of origins was
possibly " a Harvard question." The
Center for Disease Control in Atlanta
said, "There is no official version.
We're not in very deep on that."
At the National Institute of
Health, I spoke with Don Robusky in
Public Affairs. He said, "The accepted wisdom on the origins of AIDS
is the green (African) monkey. But

(continued on next page)
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nobodies really sure .... The more we
find out about that goddam HIV virus, the more devilish and diabolical
it becomes."
From the National Institute of
Allergy and Infectious Diseases:
"(Chief of Research) Anthony Fauci
here thinks it's Africa, but he's not
sure how the virus crossed over from
animal to man. There is speculation
that Africans ate a green monkey and
caught the virus. They do eat monkeys."
From the National Academy of
Sciences: "It might be the spider
monkey. Researchers don't seem to
know how it was transmitted from
monkey to man."
Dr. Jacques Leibowitch, early
French researcher on the disease,
consulting immunologist for the
World Health Organization and au- .
thor of A Strange Virus of Unknown
Origin (Ballantine Books ) : "Who .
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at the period (1974 -77) could have opened the Zaire
jungles or those neighboring countries and spread the
hidden virus in this fashion ...? The Cubans, perhaps. •
After all, did they not physically intervene in Angola in
1972.... Carried by such veterans, (an animal) virus might
have pursued its long journey in the direction of the
United States. In 1977-78, the Cuban government expelled a certain number of undesirables among whom
figured 'magalitas' (homosexuals) and -Angola veterans. A certain number of the latter found refuge in
Florida, in Miami ... Thus might have been born a new
epidemic, out of the jungle depths of Africa into the
Western world."
But Dr. James Mullins, Harvard biologist, cautions:
"The monkey virus in question is not the AIDS virus. It's
theclosest we've found to the disease, along with another
virus we've discovered in West Africans. But these
viruses aren't even close (structurally) to AIDS."
"Eating an infected ( green ) monkey tsn' t going to
result in anybody getting AIDS. And even if, in one out
of a thousand cases, monkey blood.washing in a human
cut carried the monkey virus into the human, it still
wouldn't be AIDS. It's not the same virus."

Th,e Biological Warfare Lab Theory

Where does all this leave us? Without a compre- ·
hensive and consistent explanation of the diseases beginnings. Within the context of this vacuum of knowledge, a great deal of accusative speculation is occuring,
and the main target is the United States scientific establishment.
In the April 19 LA Times, Kathleen Bailey, a State
Department
deputy intelligence agent, wrote an editorial
S.E.A.D.S.
indicating that Soviet-led efforts to blame AIDS on US
P.O. Box 94
biological warfare research have taken hold in the world
press.
Harrington, ME 04643
"The big break for the Soviet campaign came when
(207) 483-9763
the London Express, on October 26, 1986, reported the
story .... Hours after the Express repeat of the AIDS
disinformation , it was picked up by a major wire service
and electronically transmitted to newsrooms all over the
world. Within weeks, the accusations were published in
major newspapers in over 30 countries, repeated in
hundreds of media in every region of the world," she
wrote.
The actual Express article Bailey refers to began:
"The killer AIDS virus was artificially created by
American scientists during laboratory experiments which
went disastrously wrong- and a massive GOver-'up has
~~~:.--::::::-:::~~~~~-.......~~--If'• kept the secret from the world until today."
The story then indicates that this thesis is a "sensational clairri made independently by three international
· . experts." The first is Dr. John Seale, a London physician
who believes that the AIDS virus was created in the
.__ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ ..._llilliilll!lliiliiWl United States by genetically combining a bovine leukemia
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virus and the maedi-visna virus, which causes brain rot
in sheep. He doesn't pinpoint the location, but says it was
probably a cancer research lab.
The second scientist, Dr. Jakob Segal, an East
German at Humboldt University, names an American
laboratory at Fort Detrick, Maryland, as the probable
source. " I knew that in the mid- '70s experiments were
being carries out at Fort Detrick, where the US Army
Medical Research Command has its headquarters, on
volunteer long term prisoners who were promised freedom after the tests ... ," he said. " Almost certainly the
scientists were unaware of the extent of their terrible
creation-the AIDS virus ... After the prisoners were injected with the newly made virus ( a combination of
sheep maedi-visna and human T-cell leukemia virus
type-1 ), there would have been no immediate signs of
illness, and they would have been released into the
world."
The third source quoted is Dr. Robert Strecker, a
Pasadena internist, who said," There is no known animal
virus with all the symptoms of AIDS. It must have been
genetically engineered from different viruses."
In conversation, ·strecker suggested that another
virus, African swine fever, could provide a co-factor or
catalytic effect on the AIDS virus, an.d "cause it to be
more swift acting." This last suggestion leads to traces
of a smoking gun.

The Swine Fever Theory
In 1971 and 1980, Cuba suffered epidemics of
African swine fever (ASF). Extensive press coverage,
including stories in the San Francisce Chronicle (Jan. 10,
1977) andNewsday(Jan. 9, 1977) and by Jack Anderson,
. as well as references in Gerald Blum's The CIA, Its
Forgotten History, trace probable CIA involvement in
the 1971 epidemic. The swine fever was reportedly
exported from the US, possibly through Haiti, into Cuba,
as part of the CIA's ongoing revenge program against
Fidel Castro. Five hundred thousand pigs in Cuba had to

be destroyed to prevent further spread of the disease.
John Stockwell, former CIA station chief in Angola
and veteran agency watcher, confirms " the 90 percent
certainty that this CIA program of Cuban pig infestation
took place in 1971."
As to whether the second 1980 outbreak of ASF in
Cuba was also a result of a gift from the CIA, a Cuban
national named Eduardo Perez, on trial in New York
Federal District Court, on September 10, 1984, testified
that in 1980 as part of a biological warfare scheme
against the Castro Cuban economy, " a ship travelled
from Florida to Cuba with germs ... "
In June, 1980, Peter Winn, writing in The Nation,
commented,'' During the past two years, Cuba has seen
plant blights decimate its sugar, tobacco and coffee
crops, swine fever destroy its hog herds and a Greek
tanker foul its shellfish beds. This simultaneous destruction of Cuba's major foreign exchange earners and most
important meat source has no parallel in Cuban history.''
The trail which Jacques Leibowitch traces, from
Cuba by boatloads to Miami, could instead have contained gay men who were infected with the CIA's swine
fever-a" return ·gift."
According to this scenario, American researchers
would later use the blood of gay American men, who
were now infected with" CubanASF,"tomake up a vital
vaccine for hepatitis B. The vaccine was and is used, of
course, on people with hepatitis- which is widespread in
the gay community.
Two Boston scientists, Jehn Beldekas and Jane
Teas, believe that 'A SF is, in fact, the AIDS virus researchers should be investigating. In 1986, Beldekas
was well-known in scientific circles, working as a researcher at the Boston University Scliool of Medicine .
Teas was employed by the state of Massachusetts " as a
bureaucrat working on the problem of pollution," as she
puts it. Teas, a pathobiologist with a PhD from Johns
Hopkins, and Beld~kas are now in other jobs, minus
grant money, with no immediate prospects for opportu(contin,ued on next page).
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nity to do cutting-edge research.
They found evidence that ASF was showing up in
the blood of AIDS patients, " even though swine fever
isn't supposed to infect humans," Beldekas comments.
Pressure from several groups was put on the
Center for Disease Control to replicate the BeldekasTeas findings. Finally, after much arm twisting, the
CDC ran their own tests, concluding that Teas and
Beldekas has erred. At that point, the Boston researchers
lost their jobs and grants.
"It certainly didn't help that I was a homosexual
scientist who didn't hide the fact," Beldekas adds.
Teas and Beldekas went to Florida. "There I
heard rumors," recalls Teas, " that some Haitians after
eating pork were contracting an odd illness. Well, it was
already clear that wherever in the world you saw a
concentration of AIDS ( e.g. Africa, Haiti ), you saw a
concentration of swine fever. That even includes Florida.
Although the pork industry and government scientists
won't admit it, there are ASF infected pigs in Florida."
The USDA disputes this. Teas and USDA researchers have had several wrangles on this point. Teas
claims the USDA finally tested a small batch of South
Florida pigs and found one that had ASF. USDA sources
claim it has no record of this.
Teas states that at least two human studies have
shown that ASF can be contracted by humans. " One
was done at the US Department of Agriculture's Plum
Island facility off Long Island, were exotic animal
diseases, such as ASF, are studied. Of the 47 staff
examined, six tested positive for A SF. Then another test
was run, and they said the first test was incorrect and no
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one was infected with ASF," she says.
There is also a New York Health Department
study of healthy blood donors which showed that 5
percent had the standard signs of ASF in their blood."
Beldekas points out how difficult it can be to get
approval to test for the presence of viruses like ASF in
blood. " To run the lab tests, you need reagents (certain
proteins), and these are controlled rigidly by the major
research centers. They wont release them to you. This
is their way of controlling what research lines can and
can't be explored."
Needless to say, the billion-dollar pork industry
would be disturbed at the following charges:
* There is swine fever among hogs in the US
* ASF may be connected with AIDS
* AIDS may be contracted from eating pork
There is, according to Teas, much scientific debate about the action of ASF viruses on the immune cells.
Depending on which strain of ASF (Portuguese or
Ugandan) is used in lab tests, it may look like ASF in a
cell proliferator (cancer) or a cell destroyer (AIDS).

Pork Marrow and Ticks
I spoke with William Hess, a researcher of exotic
animal diseases at Plum Island. Hess, called "the grand
old man of swine fever," maintained that" there is no
evidence that ASF can infect humans." He also stated
that if the charge against the CIA with respect to Cuban
pig-infection in 1971 is true," the swine fever couldn't
have come from Plum Island. We didn't have the virus
then."
Then Hess volunteered a remarkable development.
The National Cancer Institute's Robert Gallo, the number one American researcher on AIDS, had recently
ordered and beensenta" ( viral)probeof ASFforstudy."
There has been wide speculation that Gallo's recent
focus, his new AIDS related virus called HBL V, is
actually swine fever. At least we know, among other
f~ctors, that the two viruses are the same size, a.nd more
importantly, both are DNA viruses (containing only
(continued on next page)
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DNA material ). Prior to this, all
'AIDS research has been done on RNA
viruse's only. ( HBLV has been
considered the probable cause of a
large outbreak of fatigue and debilitation at Lake Tahoe recently.)
'
Jane Teas feels that the domestic pig population of the US is free
from ASF. She centers her accusation on the feral (wild) pig population, which is large in Florida. These
pigs have also been exported to New
Hampshire and Marin County for
hunting.
However, if there is ASF in this
population, it would be, Teas says,
next to impossible to wipe it out;
first, because wiping out wild pigs is
nothing like slaughtering infected ·

herds of domestic animals. And second, because of ticks. A tick, says
Teas, "might be able to live for 20
years ir:I the wild. If it bites a pig and
has a blood meal, it can last 20 years
on that single meal. It can also store
the ASF that long-and then when it
bites the next pig, it can infect it with
the ASF virus."
There is, of course, the possibility of these ticks infecting domestic pigs, too. If ASF can indeed be
caught by people, ticks might be the
infecting agent there also.
Last year, Jeremy Rifkin, well
known author and opponent of open
air applications of genetic engineering (i.e., spraying of altered bacteria
on plants, germ warfare testing),

..,r-·

Vern Alper

petitioned the CDC on the issue of
swine fever.
Says Rifkin, " Our objection to
the CDC and the USDA was over
their refusing to study ASF as a possible cause of AIDS. We weren't
saying the two diseases were related.
But we knew there had been a New
York study that showed ASF antibodies in the blood of AIDS patients.
The conventional wisdom was that
there wasn't any in this country, and
that humans couldn't catch it But
here we had evidence that both of
these ideas might be wrong. And the
CDC was dragging its heels checking
on it."
Rifkin is still not satisfied that
the CDC and USDA have thoroughly
checked those ASF possibilitie~.
The American Health Inspection Service did, according to Rifkin,
find one or two pigs on the East Coast
with ASF. "But on questioning", he
says, "They repudiated their own
findings and said it wasn't so."
In a July, 1986letter to the NY
Times, Douglas Feldman, a medical
anthropologist at Yale, noted: " Last
September, while conducting a preliminary sociomedical study on acquired immune deficiency syndrome
(AIDS) in Rwanda, in the eastern
part of Central Africa, I was surprised
to learn that 50 percent of the pig
population had died in an African
swine fever epidemic that had begun
in December 1983. The epidemic
spread northward from Burindi to
south-central Rwanda near Butare.
This is the same area where Dr.
Phillipe van de Perre of St. Pierre's
Hospital in Brussels and his associates found that 27 of 33 female prostitutes had AIDS or AIDS-related
complex, what must certainly be the
highest proportion of persons with
such symptoms in any at-risk sample
yet studied. " With the recent African swine fever scare caused by the
discovery of sickly pigs near Belle
Glade, Florida, and with the report
by Dr. Johp Beldekas of Boston University and his associates of some
evidence of infection by the African
swine fever virus in nearly half of a

I .
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sample of 21 AIDS patients in the
United States, epidemologists and
veterinarians tnight do well to explore the possibility. that this virus is
a co-factor in AIDS transmission in
Central Africa and perhaps other regions of the world." To date no such
study has been done or reported.
John Beldekas points out that
studies have been showing that
Amazon Indians who have the AIDS
virus exhibit no symptoms of the
disease. No opportunistic infections,
as they are called-such as Kaposi's
sarcoma, TB, pneumonia, etc. Likewise for tribes in certain parts of
Uganda, and likewise in Moslem
sections of Zaire, where there is
definitely gay and bisexual activity.
Common denominators? There
are no ASF infected pigs in that
Amazon region, none in the specific
Uganda areas where these tribes were
studied-although Uganda is a raging
center of AIDS, and although there
are ASF infected pigs in ~ther parts
of Uganda. And, of course, in Zaire,
another major center of AIDS, the
Moslems don't eat pork.

Only 31 Percent Gay?
Such scenarios, of course, play
havoc with the thesis that the officially recognized HIV virus actually
is the cause of aids.
"It's quite possible," Beldekas
says," that HIV is just an incidental
virus, one which comes to the fore
after some other central virus has
depressed the immune system. We
have to remember that no causative
link between HIV and AIDS has ever
been established. We're just talking
, about associative evidence. HIV is
present where we find AIDS."
Does the possibility that ASF is
central to AIDS ·affect the attribution
of AIDS as a "gay" disease?
Beldekas thinks so. " Look at
the numbers. They have been saying
that AIDS is 62 percent gay. That
· means, first of all, that 38 percent are
not gay. But the 62 percent is actually defined as' gay or bisexual.' Do
you know how they decide if some-

one is bisexual? They sit him in an
interview room and ask, ' Have you
ever had sex to orgasm with a man?'
If you have, once or twice in your
life, you are now officially bisexual.
Fifty percent of the' gay or bisexual'
group is actually only bisexual, by
their definition. So, now we're saying that 31 percent of the AIDS group
is gay. Doesn't that change the pic-.
ture? Doesn't that throw a different
cast on the whole thing?"
Beldekas points out that an
AIDS drug called PF A, now in use in
Sweden and England, has been shown
to kill ASF in lab tissue cultures of
pigs. It is now being used on AIDS/
herpes patients with good resultswhich are mainly being attributed to
remission of the herpes symptoms.
"But the AIDS symptoms, . for example, certain neurological factors
are also receding," Beldekas says.
Jane Teas compliments the scenario of Cuban gays, possibly in- ·
·fected with ASF, coming over on the
boatloads to Miami and spreading
the infection in the US gay community:" There were wild pigs, infected
with ASF, which were. brought to
Florida on both Cuban and Haitian
boatlifts."
.
During a 1978 ASF epidemic
among pigs in Malta, the story is told,
says Teas, that researchers from the
Pirbright Center in England, where
they study animal diseases, came to
Malta, entered restaurants where pork
was served and took bones from plates
in the kitchen after customers had
eaten dinner. "They found live ASF
viruses in the bone marrow. So there
is the strong suggestion that ASF can
be transmitted by eating cooked
pork."

Environmental Factors
While Jane Teas was in Florida,
she worked with Mark Whiteside,
the director of the Miami Institute of
Tropical Medicine and a <;:onsulting
physician to the Palm Beach Health
Department. Whiteside was recently
interviewed by Patsy Ford, an investigative reporter in the San Francisco

area. In a piece in the Marin County
Coastal Post, Ford quotes Whiteside
on his work in Belle Glade, a small
town of 20,000 which contains a
crowded slum.
Whiteside:" Over 50 percent of
(Belle Glade's) AIDS cases ( the
highest per capita rate in the US ) are
men and women who do not fit in the
high risk group (not gay men, no·t
intravenous drug users, not prostitutes,Haitiansorhemophiliacs) ... We
think AIDS is a tropical, environmental-based and insect-transmitted
disease ... To neglect, overlook or
ignore this is ridiculous and totally
irresponsible."
The CDC sent investigators to
look over the odd situation in Belle
Glade. they decided all the AIDS in
the area could be attributed to people
in the high risk categories.
Whiteside disagreed with their
findings: "I don't think the CDC
would recognize an environmental
disease if it came up and bit them in
the ass .... Anyone who took a critical
look at the data would understand,
truly, they completely rejected environmental blood factors as a means
of transrnissiop. They had their minds
made up before they came down."
Whiteside's conclusions in
Belle Glade would at least be consistent with the transmission of AIDS
through ASF-infected pigs. He al~o
opens the door to an explanation that
doesn't lay all the weight of AIDS on
gays, drug user.s and Haitians.
It remains to be seen, of course,
whether a connection between AIDS
and swine fever is explored at the
CDC or NCI, Robert Gallo's turf.
Any positive pronouncements on
such a connection would cause a
mighty uproar, rekindling the old
scenario of CIA-Cuba dirty tricl,<s,
dragging the American pork industry
into it andrai~ing the question of why
it took so long to heed the work of
Beldekas, Teas and others.
Several observers feel the short
history of AIDS research contains
similarities to the" war on cancer" in
(continued on next page)
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The Origin of AIDS
(continued from previous page)

the '70's. As funding ballooned into
billions, science bureaucrats and
possibly researchers, feeling the increased pressure to deliver, concentrated on finding a virus that would
explain cancer, and lead to a cure all
vaccine.
Again, with AIDS, the approach
is to sl)oot for a vaccine that will
Grown the effort and win the day.
The enormity of the research effort
and the commitment to certain
grooves of exploration have made it
difficult for researchers to stop and
consider alternative possibilities,
such as the swine fever studies of
Beldelas and Teas.
Yet another alternative scenario
that deserves more attention revolves
around the work of two Manhattan
physicians, Caiazza and Dierig.
Several years ago, Caiazza tested the
blood of six dead AIDS victims for
the presence of syphilis. These victims, while alive, had already been
tested, using the VDRL method, and
were found negative for syphilis.
Steve Caiazza applied other methods
( MHA-TP and the FTA-ABF ),
which some consider more reliable.
The victi"ms all tested posthumously
positive for syphilis.
Since then, Doctors Caiazza and
Dierig have worked with six AIDS
patients in which they have found
syphilis. With 20 days of aqueous
penicillin injections as the treatment,
these AIDS patients are doing well.
One of Dierig's patients, whom he
started treating with this regimen six
years ago, is still alive, even though
he was diagnosed as having AIDS in
1981.

The theory is that AIDS, in depressing the immune function, has
penni tted undiagnosed, badly treated
or realitivly dormant cases of syphilis to take hold and spring to the
foreground.
So far, Caiazza and Dierig have
had no luck in convincing their colleagues that they are following a productive track. Such are the hazards
of a national research system built on
a single premise (find the virus, develop the vaccine), which allows no
funding for variant research lines.

New Viral Discoveries
As the months pass, we are getting more announcements of new
viruses which are related to AIDS.
To oate, 7 varieties of the original
AIDS virus and two strains of a
closely related secondvirus, HIV-2,
have been counted. On Monday,
NCI's Gallo announced that a strain
of leukemia may be spreading along
with the AIDS virus and urged blood
banks to begin testing for this strain.
It is clearly impossible to retest
and refilter the entire bottled bloodsupply of the planet as each researcher
boldly announces "a new virus"
connected with AIDS. Furthermore,
there is the question of which of these
viruses are simply cofac.tors or catalysts, and which are the "real" causes
of the disease, to say nothing of those
viruses which may· just be hanging
around in the blood of AIDS patients.
A paper in the March issue of
Cancer Research by Steven Dusberg
alludes to this difficult problem-the
identification of the

truly causative virus in the AIDS
complex. Within the medical community, the solidity of the scenario,
in which a single virus and its single
magic vaccine are arrived at, is beginning to waver. It is proper to ask:
·Will AIDS research end up where
cancer research has, to date, with
limited use for the viral theory of the
disease?
The questions that can be raised
about the origin of AIDS are not
going to fold up under the convenient
heading of Soviet disinformation. Or
any other convenient heading.
In order to save lives, we need
not only answers about the origins of
AIDS , we need answers about the
track the US medical establishment
is on. How reliable is this· juggernaut? Does it make any sense to put
all its eggs in one billion-dollar basket? Evidence strongly suggests the
answer is no!!! ~
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Nuclear Testing and AIDS

By EJ. Stern glass and J. Scheer

·

.

Two of the principle unex- cases, sincericeandfishhaveamuch
. plainedaspectsoftheAIDSepidemic lower Sr-90 to calcium ratio than
are the the timing of the sharp rises milk, bread, meat, potatoes, beans
beginning in 1980-1982 and the ini- and vegetables dominant in the US,
tial geographic concentration in . the Caribbean and African diets. As
Central Africa, the Caribbean, and ' an example, in recent measurements
the East and West Coasts of the US. forNewYorkCity (1982), fresh fish
These findings can be explained 'by contained only 0.13 pCi/gm Ca and
the hypothesis that beta irradiation of rice 1.8 pCi/gm, compared with 23
bone marrow cells by Strontium-90 pCi/gm Ca for fresh vegetables, poand other bone seeking radioisotopes ·tatoes and dry beans. Thus, depending
in the diet during the period of at- on the type of diet, people living in
mospheric nuclear testing may have the same area can have as much as a
led to the mutation of an AIDS related ten-fold difference in their intake of
indigenous human or animal
retrovirus,andalsoproducedacohort The Cl'liCB role of 11e1: could
of susceptible individuals whose ·
·
.
im~un~ defe~s~s were impaired
also explain the puzzling fact
dunng mtra-utenne development..
that the island of ........._..
Although A-tests began m
II"WIIUCIU 11
1945, the world-wid~ increase in
the west~ With ..... m~
strontium-90 in the diet did not take
'
--.....,
.,..._
place until after the large H-tests of
pqJUiations of African aul
the mid-50's, rising most sharply be· •
tween 1962 and .1963. The greatest Asian lndial 01'811 8111 canpaincrease in AIDS occurred some 18=ua1s
19 years later between 1980-1982,
percent homOSex ,
wh~~ th~ large cohort of in:tmune
there
45
of AilS
deficient mfants reached matun ty and
were exposed to sexually transmitted diagnOSed by nid-1985 8I1D19
diseases and allogemic leukocytes,
those of AfriCan _.•. and
causing the T -cells with the HTLV11'11111
III/LAY to be antigenically stimui1111111J t1HJse IJI fast•
lated and the virus to spread wherever
,
conditions favored high rates of
lndan descent.
sexual contact or other efficient
means of transmission directly to the strontium-90 for every gram of calbloodstream.
cium needed for the formation of
Since 90% of fallout comes bone in ·the developing infant, the
down with precipitation, this hy- young child, and the adolescent bepothesis explains why the AIDS fore pregnancy.
epidemic began 'in areas of ·high
This is supported by the .earrainfall such as Central Africa and liest available direct measurements
the Caribbean Islands close to the of strontium-90 in human bone for
latitude of the Pacific test-sites and the 5-19 year age group containing
rose most rapidly in the high rainfall young females of child-bearing age
areas of the East and West Coasts of in Africa in 1957 published by the
North America, with .fewer cases United Nations Scientific Committee
occurring in drier regions such as on the Biological Effects of Atomic
North and South Africa or the Cen- Radiation. The data reported the
highest concentration in the Belgian
tral Plains states of the US.
Because Sr-'90 is transmitted Congo out of 22 nations listed. The
mainly through the diet, it also ex- average yalue for this age group in
plains why South-East Asia, although the US was half or0.6, while Thailand
high in rainfall, shows few AIDS and India reported only 0.3 and 0.2

on

rcae

were

IDle

cases

J

.

respectively. Similarly, for.the age
group 19 years old listed separately--·
for the same year shows the highest ·
concentration among all the nations·
listed in another tropical African ·
country within 10 degrees of the
equator, namely Liberia, based on an
even larger number of measurements
(12 for Liberia vs. 4 in the Congo).
The crucial role of diet could .
also explain the puzzling fact that on
the island of Trinidad in the WestIndies, with equal populations 0f
African and Asian Indian origin and
comparable percent homosexuals, '
there were 45 cases of AIDS diagnosed by mid-1985 among those of
African origin andnone among those
of East-Indian descent. A detailed
study of the dietary differences and
strontium-90 concentrations in bone
for the two ethnic groups would serve ·
as a valuable test of the present hy- '
pothesis.
Evidence supporting the possibility of virus mutation by strontium.: .
90 and other radioisotopes in bone
marrow cells comes from the findings
of a higher incidence of defective
HTL V provirus in Adult T -Cell ,
Leukemia in the Nagasaki area as·
compared with other areas of the
island ofKyushu, since heavy fallout .
doses to the population were found in
the suburbs of Nagasaki by Arakawa
following the atomic explosion' in
1945.
Laboratory evidence for dam-'
age to the immune system by bone
seeking radioisotopes at dose levels ,
comparable to those encountered in
areas of heavy fallout from animal
studies showing clearly d~teC!l:\l?Le.
decreases in bone marrow cellularity
at strontium~90 doses in the 1€)-:::iWQ
miliirad range. These doses
of
the same order as the avera·ge received
from natural background radiation of
about 80 millirads per your. in ti1e
U.S. That such a surprisingly. low
dose is able to produce visible ra:
diation damage by chronic exposur,~
to radiostrontium in bone marrow
cells can be explained in terinsof an

are

(continued on next page) .

Page 28

The Weekly News

Nuclear Testing

~nd

November 1, 1990

AIDS

(continued from previous page)

indirect, 02- free-radical damage to
cell-membranes. This mechanism
becomes 100 to 1000 times more
efficient at the low dose-rates oflongterm, internal radiation exposures
from ingested or inhaled isotopes than
the direct effect on DNA that is
dominant for the high intensity flash
of bomb radiation or short diagnostic
or therapeutic radiation exposures on
which the existing theoretical estimates of expected health effects from
fallout have been based.
Most recent laboratory studies
with mice using strontium-89 have
shown that bone-seeking radioisotopes preferentially damage the
natural killer (NK) cells developing
in the bone marrow. This would
explaiN why the function ofthe NK
cells. is not only most strongly reducea in AIDS patients with the most

severe symptoms, but why NK cell
function is also reduced in healthy
homosexual males independent of
the frequency of their sexual contacts. These observations are consistent with the hypothesis that the high
susceptibility of this population group
to infections and the inability to fight
the development of certain types of
cancer may have originated during
early intra-uterine exposure to strontium-89 and 90 when the immune
system developed. Furthermore,
studies on mice injected with relatively small amounts of strontium-90
have shown that the dose-response
curve for long-lasting effects on the
immune system as measured by the
response of hemolytic plaque-forming cells to sheep red blood-cells
rises more rapidly at low than at high
doses as expected for a free-radical

.

type of mechanism, similar . to the
case of the low-dose bone marrow
cell depletion effect discovered by
Stokke et at
Damage to the immune system
of the newborn produced by longlived bone-seeking radioisotopes
such as strontium-90 that accumulated in the mothers bones prior to
pregnancy, and by the short lived
isotopes such as strontium-89 and
barium- 140 acting during pregnancy,
is further supported by· a halt and
brief reversal in the previously steady
decline of pneumonia and influenza
mortality among US infants 0-1 year
of age during the height of nuclear
weapons testing. · ~nfant mortality
due to these infectious diseases resumed its decline only after Sr-90
and other radioisotopes in the diet
and human bone decreased in the late
(continued on next page)
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60', following the end of large-scale
atmospheric tests by the lJS, the UK,
and the USSR in 1963.
Significant damage to the immune defenses of the body due to
fallout is also supported by the fact
that during the period of nuclear
weapons testing, there was an otherwise unexplained epidemic of encephalitis in areas of the United States
heavily exposed to fallout, such as
New York City. The number of
cases in New York City rose nearly
ten-fold· from a low of 33 cases in
1947 to 309 cases at the height of
short-lived nuclear fallout from low
altitude nuclear detonations in Nevada, the Pacific and Siberia in 1957,
followed by a decline to 97 cases in
1960 during the test-moratorium.
This was in tum followed by a second rise in 1961 to 216 cases with the
first atmospheric tests by France in
1960 in the Sahara and by the high
altitude H-bomb tests by the USSR
in .northern Siberia in 1961. Only
when the fallout in the diet had decreased during the late 1960's did the
number of cases per year decline to a
new low of 11 cases for 1973, making appropriate adjustments for
population growth.
An examination of the annual
number of reportable diseases for
New York City indicates that the
other infectious diseases also showed
rises during the two periods of heaviest fallout 1951-1958 and 1961-1966,
the rises and declines being superimposed on a generally decline ng trend
similar to the pattern for encephalitis, though of a lesser magnitude.
These rises occurred for pulmonary
tuberculosis, measles, scarlet fever,
chickenpox, whooping cough,
meningiococcal meningitis, poliomyelitis, syphilis, gonorrhea, hepatitis, and rubella, consistent with a
generalized effect on immune competence ..
The hypothesis that radiation
damage during early development of
the immune system is a co-factor in
the AIDS epidemic is also supported
by the finding that infants in utero
that survived radiation exposure in

Hiroshima and Nagasaki showed damage to the immune system by
evidence of impaired immune func- bone-seeking fallout isotopes that
tion when studied many years later. enter the mothers body through the
Furthermore, recent prospective food-chain and produce their effect
studies of patients in the New York as a result of free-radical 02, attackarea with generalized lymphadeno- ing the membranes of the developing
pathy examined before the onset of lymphocytes in the bone marrow.
opportunistic infections and maligA more detailed study correnant complications associated with lating world-wide. strontium-90 levthe AIDS syndrome showed an ab- els in the diet and bone with the
normally high number of multiple incidence of AIDS in different geochromosomal translocations and graphical areas is in progress. If yon
breaks in the lymph nodes and pe- wouldJike the references and charts
ripheral blood cells. Chromosome associated with this paper please send
abnormalities have also been found 2 dollars to:
in the A-bomb survivors in direct
· The Weekly News
relation to their calculated radiation
Suite 222 P.O. Box 6000
Amherst MA. 01002.
exposure, as well. as in populations
exposed to high levels of natural
background radiation in Brazil and
Kerala, India. These findings are
consistent with the hypothesis that
individuals at high risk of developing
AIDS were exposed in utero to
chronic, internal radiation doses to
THE BUTION BOX
their blood forming organs sufficient
9 EAST PLEASANT ST.
to result in clinitall y detectable chroAMHERST, MA 01002
(413) 549-0171
mosome abnormalities in their circulating lymphocytes, despite the relatively low total doses involved.
To summarize, both the timing of the sharp .onset of the AIDS
epidemic and its geographical pattern
that·showed an initial rise in the highFREE REED INSTRUMENTS
rainfall areas of Central Africa and
BOUGHT-SOLD-TRADED
TUNING AND REPAIRS
North America, as well as the striking absence of AIDS disease among
individuals of East Asian origin, can
be explained by early devdopmental _
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